INTRODUCTION;
There are three basic necessities in life: food, clothing, and shelter. While all three are equally essential, the third one plays the more important role of harnessing a feeling of belongingness" to the household/family. The physical dwelling unit is not the sole element of housing; equally important is the provision of basic services in the house like potable water, sanitation, drainage, and electricity. It is these services that make a 'house' a 'home'.
The genesis of the Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY) can be traced to the programmes of rural employment, which began in the early 1980s. Construction of houses was one of the major activities under the National Rural Employment Programme (NREP), which began in 1980, and the Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP), which began in 1983. There was, however, no uniform policy for rural housing in the States. As per announcement made by the Government of India in June 1985, a part of the RLEGP fund was earmarked for the construction of houses for SCs/STs and freed bonded labourers. As a result, Indira Awaas Yojana (lAY) was launched during 1985-86 as a sub-scheme of RLEGP. IAY, the reafter, continued as a subscheme of Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY) since its launching in April, 1989 . 6% of the total JRY funds were allocated for implementation of lAY. From the year 1993 -94, the scope of lAY was extended to cover below the poverty line NonScheduled Castes/ Scheduled Tribes families in the rural areas. Simultaneously, the allocation of funds for implementing the scheme was raised from 6% to 10% of the total resources available under JRY at the national level, subject to the condition that the benefits to Non -Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled Tribes poor should not exceed 4% of the total JRY allocation. IAY was de-linked from JRY and made an independent scheme with effect from 1st January 1996.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY;
• The study identifies the problems of rural housing in
India.
• To examine the overall performance of IAY.
• To assess the quality of the houses and their locations.
• To suggest measures to overcome the gaps.
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE HOUSES IN INDIA 2001 AND 2011 CENSUS (IN CRORES)
The total number of census houses have increased from 24.9 crore (2001) to 33.1 crore (2011) which around 33 per cent higher than 2001 housing stock. The data reveals that rural housing stock has increased by 23 per cent which is quite less in contrast to 54 per cent increase in urban sector.
It envisages both qualitative and quantitative improvement in rural housing sector. Empirical evidences show that better rural housing always has a positive correlation with creation of wealth and raises productivity in the rural sector in particular and hence augments social welfare too. If we compare the decadal variation (in %) as regards to types of material used for roof in which total number of houses built, we find the evidence of improvement in quality in terms of existing infrastructure. For instance, houses with one of grass/thatch/bamboo/wood/mud as roof building material have decreased by 7.7 per cent between 2001 and 2011 while houses as roof materials have decreased by 8.9 per cent during the same period. Contrary to the above, the use of G.I./Metal/Asbestos sheets have increased by 6.1 per cent whereas concrete has spiked to 7.3 per cent in its material use. Another measure which indicates quality in terms of area of the house relative to the needs of a large average family, the current distribution of households in rural areas in terms of total number rooms is most dense for one or two room houses with a respective share of 39.8 per cent and 30.2 per cent, constituting a net lion share of 70 per cent of the houses overall. The point of neglect or attention should be focused at house with no exclusive room which have share of 3.4 per cent, which indicates a high degree of congestion effects on rural households in particular..
HOUSEHOLDS HAVING BATHING FACILITY WITHIN THE PREMISES-2011 INDIA (IN PERCENTAGE)

Performance of Indira Awas Yojana
The government is making all efforts to bring down the housing shortage in the rural areas of the country and the size of the scheme has increased substantially in recent years. The budgetary outlay for rural Housing has been enhanced from Rs.1991 crore in 2001-02 with a physical target of construction of 12.94 lakh houses to Rs.11075.00 crore in 2012-13 for construction of 30.10 lakh houses. 
PERFORMANCE OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS
CONCLUSION
The emphasis of rural housing should be more and more on inclusiveness and on quality improvement. When a poor man owns a house, it helps in giving him a self-identity. Housing sector has positive impact on overall standard of living of the rural people. There is also serious need to build a market based inclusive and sustainable housing finance system. The provision of shelter and hence the roof to every rural poor has been and will continue to be a major component of the poverty alleviation measures of the Government in times to come. Consequently the Ministry of Rural Development has hiked its target to double the construction of houses for the rural poor from 60 lakh to 1.20 crore housing units during the Period of 2009-2012.
